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Please replace Claim 9 with the clean version presented below: 



9. (AMENDED) A method of determining whether a 
candidate compound is an inhibitor of a Pseudomonas aeruginosa MurC 
polypeptide comprising: 

(a) " providing at least one host cell harboring an expression 
vector that includes a polynucleotide encoding a polypeptide having an amino 
acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2, and 
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N (b) contacting at least one of said cells with the candidate to 

S j permit the interaction of the candidate with the MurC polypeptide, and 
63 (c) determining whether the candidate is an inhibitor of the 

^ MurC polypeptide by ascertaining the relative activity of the polypeptide in 

3 

Q the presence of the candidate. 
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j Please replace Claim 15 with the clean version presented below: 

□ 
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15. (AMENDED) A method of determining whether a 
candidate compound is an inhibitor of a Pseudomonas aeruginosa MurC 
polypeptide comprising: 

(a) providing a sample that includes a MurC polypeptide 
having an amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2, and 

(b) contacting said sample with the candidate to permit the 
interaction of the candidate with the MurC polypeptide, and 

(c) determining whether the candidate is an inhibitor of the 
MurC polypeptide by ascertaining the relative activity of the MurC 
polypeptide in the presence of the candidate. 

CONDITIONAL PETITION 
Applicant hereby makes a Conditional Petition for any relief 
available to correct any defect in connection with this filing, or any defect 
remaining in this application after this filing. The Commissioner is 
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authorized to charge deposit account 13-2755 for the petition fee and any 
other fee(s) required to effect this Conditional Petition. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Michael D. Yablonsky, Ph.D. 
Reg. No. 40,407 
Attorney for Applicant 



Date: Marcl#?> 2002 
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